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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 

USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 /030W 
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R 231425Z NOV 76 
FM AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2028 
INFO AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 

CONFIDENTIAL SOFIA 2492 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BU, PINR 

SUBJECT: ALEKSANDUR LILOV 
REF: RE CIRL EE 76-014, PAGE 8, NO. 2 

1 . MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS FOURTH DEPARTMENT 

HEAD PURVAN CHERNEV CONFIRMED NOV. 23 TO ME TRUTH OF RUMORS 
THAT POLITBURO MEMBER AND SECRETARY ALEKSANDUR 
LILOV IS ONCE AGAIN SUFFERING FROM ILL HEALTH. 

2. LILOV HAS NOT BEEN MENTIONED IN PRESS SINCE 
NOVEMBER 4. YUGOSLAV DIPLOMAT TOLD EMBOFF THAT LILOV 
WAS SUFFERING FROM BLEEDING ULCER AND THAT RUMORS 
WERE ALSO CIRCULATING THAT HE HAD "NERVOUS PROBLEMS." 

3. RECURRENCE OF LILOV'S ILL HEALTH, IN WAKE OF HIS 
RUMORED HEART ATTACK LAST YEAR, LEAVES BORIS VELCHEV 
AS THE POLITBURO MEMBER RESPONSIBLE FOR RELATIONS 
WITH OTHER PARTIES. IN THIS CONNECTION, VELCHEV TOO 
HAS NOT APPEARED IN PUBLIC FOR AT LEAST TWO WEEKS. 
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POSSIBLY HE IS HEAVILY ENGAGED IN PREPARING FOR THE 
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